SPINUP version 1.0





What is it?





SPINUP is a Windows '95 utility written to negate the effect of the insufferably short spindown times Toshiba insists on building into its CDROMs.  This program should work on any SCSI CDROM since its sole purpose in life is to 'remind' the SCSI CDROM to 'stay-awake' every couple of seconds.





SPINUP is freeware, do with it as you please... let me know if it solved your spindown problems.





Why?





Last Wednesday I bought a Toshiba XM-6201TA x32 CDROM and was gob-smacked when I discovered I couldn't use it to do copy-on-the-fly CD copying due to the fact it kept powering down after 12 seconds (causing a buffer underrun during CD burning).





'Nero - Burning Rom' (great CD copying proggie) tech. support told me about SPINDOWN which I tried (without any success) so here is SPINUP version 1.00 which attacks the problem in a more 'aggressive' albeit effective way.





How?





While SPINDOWN works by attempting to set the spindown default of the CDROM (this does not


work for all CDROMs), SPINUP gets the CDROM to read a block from the CD currently in the drive every few seconds (you can specify the interval).





Limitations?





Yep.  If your CD-ROM does not have any cache you will suffer a performance hit.  Most CD-ROMs these days come equipped with a small amount of cache.





If your CD-ROM has cache AND the spindown is NOT affected by a cached read then you're stuffed too.  Have faith in your CDROM manufacturer and pray that they weren't dumb enough to forget about this...





Fortunately, Toshiba aren't completely stupid...  though they should definately read the newsgroups more often!





How do I use it?





Copy SPINUP.EXE onto your hard-disk somewhere safe and secure... create a Windows '95 shortcut...  and add your command-line parameters to the shortcut.





e.g.  c:\somewhere\spinup.exe /id 2 /spinup 10





This will get SPINUP to wake the CDROM on SCSI 0:2:0 every 10 seconds.





Use the /slient option to remove the audible beep SPINUP makes everytime it issues a wakeup call.





To shutdown SPINUP just press CTRL+ALT+DEL once and end the task (not very sophisticated I know - but hey at least it fits on a floppy disk)





Hope this helps you out!





Matt Soler


stab@hotmail.com
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