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Introduction





What It Does





Do you think your PC is too slow?  Can you justify a hardware upgrade?  Find out with Upgrade-O-Meter™.  Upgrade-O-Meter monitors your PC's performance and estimates how much time you waste on an average day waiting for your computer.  It then calculates the cost of this time on an annual basis to help you determine if an upgrade is justified.





Time is money and spending time waiting for your computer is money down the drain.  On the other hand, today's PCs are significantly faster than in the past.  It used to be that you should always try to get the best PC you could, since they were significantly better than the cheaper computers.  This is no longer true.  Today's sub-$1000 PCs are actually quality machines.  Do you really need that $3000 sportster or will a less expensive computer do?





Unfortunately, it is often difficult to tell.  For ordinary applications, today's PCs actually spend the majority of their time waiting you.  How much time do you spend waiting for them?  Do you really know how much time you are wasting per day?  Gut estimates are not accurate.  Justify your upgrades with fact, not fiction.





When To Use It





Install Upgrade-O-Meter before you consider upgrading your computer hardware.  To have it run automatically every time you use your computer, drag the UpgradeOMeter.exe icon to the Windows|Start Menu|Programs|StartUp folder using the Explorer.





How To Use It





Once running, Upgrade-O-Meter automatically tracks your CPU usage pattern.  You can see the current results by clicking on the Upgrade-O-Meter icon (the CPU with a green dollar sign) in the taskbar notification area (next to the clock).





You can change the parameters used in the Upgrade Options calculations with the Options command.  You can view the CPU Usage Chart with the Show Chart command and restore the Upgrade Options with the Show Upgrades command.  Lastly, you can refresh the screen to reflect the current values with the Refresh command.





Unregistered Usage





When unregistered, Upgrade-O-Meter only keeps track of the last five minutes of usage, where when registered it maintains a record of all the data gathered while it is running.  The unregistered usage will give you a rough idea of your CPU utilization, but when registered it will give you much more accurate results when used over a long period of time.


�



Interpreting The Results





Your CPU utilization may become very high when you use your printer.  In this situation, the speed of your printer, not your CPU, determines how long you have to wait.  Consequently, if you do a lot of printing, you should suspend the CPU monitoring before you do a print job with the Suspend command and restore the monitoring with the Resume command when the printing is done.





When reviewing the results, note that just because your PC seems slow doesn’t necessarily mean that you need a new computer.  Your slow performance could be due to insufficient memory or hard disk space, or a slow CD-ROM drive or network connection.  Upgrade-O-Meter only checks for CPU performance.  However, note that you generally do not need to buy a new PC to improve any of these other factors.





Minimum Requirements





Upgrade-O-Meter requires Windows 95.  It does not support Windows NT.





Distribution





This program may be freely distributed.





Technical Support





The best and fastest way of getting technical support for Upgrade-O-Meter is via e-mail.  Our technical support department can be reached at techsupport@windmillpoint.com.  Most questions are answered within one business day.
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Copyright © 1998, Windmill Point Software.  All Rights Reserved.


Upgrade-O-Meter is a trademark of Windmill Point Software.
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Order Form





Once your order is received, you will be given (preferably via e-mail) a registration number that matches your name (for a Personal Use License) or your company name (for a Site License).  You should then enter the name and registration number using the Register command to register the program.





All orders are subject to the Windmill Point Software License Agreement.





Ordering by check:  To order by check, send this order form with a check to Windmill Point Software, P.O. Box 490, Alburg, VT 05440.  Payment must be in US dollars.





Ordering by credit card:  To order with MasterCard or Visa, call Windmill Point Software at 


1-802-796-3635 or send this order form with your credit card information to Windmill Point Software, P.O. Box 490, Alburg, VT 05440.





Order Information





Personal Use Licenses: 		 _______ copies at $19 each		=	_______


Site Licenses (up to 20 users):	 _______ copies at $39 each		=	_______


Retail Site Licenses *:		 _______ copies at $99 each		=	_______





Vermont residents add 5% sales tax:					=	_______





				Total payment			=	_______








* A Retail Site License is a non-copy-protected version distributed on floppy disk that may be used by an unlimited number of users in a single company.





Customer Information





Important: In order to create the correct registration number, you must supply the user name (for a Personal Use License) or the company name (for a Site License) used by your computer.  If you are unsure of these names, run the Register command and check the names given in the Registration dialog box.








Name:			_______________________________________________





Company Name:	_______________________________________________





Street:			_______________________________________________





City, State, Zip:		_______________________________________________





Country:		_______________________________________________





Phone:			_______________________________________________





Fax:			_______________________________________________





E-mail:			_______________________________________________








Credit Card Orders





Credit Card Issuer:	_______________________________________________





Credit Card Number:	_______________________________________________





Expiration Date:	_______________________________________________





